THE BIG MYTH WEBSITE TEXT

LANGUAGES

Welcome to The Big Myth. Choose your language: (English, Dutch)

Sponsors:

The Big Myth is funded by grants from the Socrates Fund of the European Commission, the Dutch Ministry of Education, Kennisnet and in-kind contributions from Kennisnet and Distant Train.

Partner Organizations:

The International Association of Intercultural Education (IAIE) and Partners in Leren

Educational Content:

Pieter Batelaan and Carla van Hoofd 

Concept, Design and Graphics:

Fiona Passantino

Programming:

Paul Thompson

“The Big Myth” © Distant Train 1999

HOME

The Big Myth is a new experimental learning module designed for use in European primary school classrooms. It is a sociology textbook for the comparative study of world creation mythology. The myths are told using Flash animation and are accompanied by an overview of the culture, the pantheon of the gods and a series of exercises based on that culture. 

The Big Myth combines the internet and Flash animation as a presentational medium with a highly progressive group learning method known as complex instruction. Teachers are advised to start in the teacher’s section for more complete instructions.

The Big Myth consists of the Mythology section, Links and Bibliography for further research, a Write Your Own Creation Myth section for students, the Teacher’s Guide, a Chat Room for students to build up a community and a Discussion Forum where an off-line debate is held over the material.

For more information about The Big Myth, contact Fiona Passantino. For questions about Complex Instruction, please contact Pieter Batelaan.

MYTHS

Click on a section of the map for the creation myth of that culture:

Why are creation myths important?

How the world began is a question nearly every culture asked across the globe. Each story is very different and shows so much about the values and philosophies of each culture, and the present-day identity of its people. It shows how many ways there are of answering the question how the world was created and how man begun.

Most ancient cultures have many variations within the stories of their mythology- they can be very numerous and different. With a few exceptions, there is no one official version of a creation myth. You will certainly find many variations in the links online as in books at the library.

CHAT
Join in! A room can hold up to six people.

FORUM
The Discussion Forum is the page where you say what you think about the question. Each month a new topic will appear as food for thought. If you write in your answers, the best responses will be posted each month on a rolling basis. Good luck, and have fun. This month's question is...

Name:

Age:

City:

Country:

E-mail address:

What do you think?

WRITE YOUR OWN

Write your own creation myth! The Big Myth Webmaster will read each entry, and will chose the best one to animate and post online. Create an imaginary country- how did the world begin? It can be written for any time period- even the future. Be sure to fill out the forms completely and not forget your e-mail address. Have fun! Visit the Gallery of Stories to see other creations.

LINKS

RESEARCH LINKS BY REGION:

PORTALS FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ON WORLD MYTHOLOGY:
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